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1
MOTOR DRIVEN COMPRESSOR FOR A
VEHICLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a motor-driven compressor
adapted for use in a vehicle and provided with built-in
inverter circuit and filter circuit.

As a refrigerant gas compressor used in a vehicle air
conditioner, a motor-driven compressor has been known. In
the housing of such motor-driven compressor, a compressor
mechanism for compressing refrigerant gas, an electric
motor for driving the compressor, an inverter circuit for
controlling the driving power for the electric motor, and a
filter circuit for removing the noise of input power for the
inverter are accommodated. The inverter circuit and the filter
circuit are usually housed in the same accommodation
chamber formed in the compressor housing.

The filter circuit of the motor-driven compressor includes
a capacitor and a coil of a relatively large size. The size of
the filter circuit affects the designing of the shape or the size
of' an accommodation chamber in the housing and hence the
outer shape of the motor-driven compressors. Additionally,
any change of the outer shape affects the ease of mounting
of'the compressor to a vehicle. Therefore, it is hard to secure
a space for an accommodation chamber having a required
shape and size.

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2011-32893 discloses a housing for motor-driven compres-
sors for a vehicle which has formed therein a chambers for
the inverter circuit and the filter circuit, respectively. Addi-
tionally, Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2002-188574 discloses a housing for motor-driven
compressor for a vehicle which has formed therein a cham-
ber for accommodating the capacitor of a filter circuit.

Therefore, arrangement of a chamber for accommodating
the entire of a filter circuit or any component of the filter
circuit separately from an accommodation chamber for an
inverter circuit makes possible securing an accommodating
space for the filter circuit while reducing the change of the
outer shape of the compressor.

However, the provision of two separate chambers affects
the ease of assembling of the inverter circuit and the filter
circuit. Especially, the connection between the power cable
for the motor-driven compressors and the input terminal of
the filter circuit and the connection between the output
terminal of the filter circuit and the inverter circuit need to
be performed from opposite directions, which complicates
the assembly of the filter circuit.

The present invention which has been made in light of the
above problems is directed to a motor-driven compressor for
a vehicle which is easy to provide accommodating space for
the filter circuit and to assemble the filter circuit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, an inverter
circuit and a filter circuit are incorporated in the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle. In the motor-driven com-
pressor, a first accommodation chamber where the inverter
circuit is accommodated is formed in the housing of the
motor-driven compressor. A second accommodation cham-
ber where the filter circuit is accommodated is formed in a
part of the housing which is different from the part of the
housing where the first accommodation chamber is formed.
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Furthermore, the filter circuit has an input terminal and an
output terminal drawn out in the same direction from the
filter circuit.

The provision of separate accommodation chambers for
the filter circuit and the inverter circuit helps to secure an
accommodation space for the filter circuit while restricting
the change of the external shape of the motor-driven com-
pressor to a minimum. Furthermore, the arrangement of the
input/output terminals so as to be drawn out from the filter
circuit in the same direction permits easy connection of the
terminals and the inverter circuit and the like.

In the motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
the present invention, the second accommodation chamber
may be formed in communication with the first accommo-
dation chamber in the direction of the extension of the input
terminal and the output terminal, which makes it easy to
connect between the filter circuit and the inverter circuit.

The second accommodation chamber may be in direct
communication with the first accommodation chamber in
any direction other than the direction in which the input/
output terminals extend out from the filter circuit, which
facilitates the connection between the input/output terminals
of the filter circuit and the inverter circuit. Alternatively, it
may be so arranged that the second accommodation chamber
is not in direct communication with the first accommodation
chamber.

Furthermore, it may be so arranged that the terminal for
power supply of the motor-driven compressor extends from
the first accommodation chamber. Additionally, the terminal
for power supply of the motor-driven compressor may be
attached in the same direction as the input/output terminals.
By so arranging, the connection position of the cable for
power supply is the same as in case of a motor-driven
compressor wherein the filter circuit and the inverter circuit
are accommodated in the same accommodation chamber. In
this case, the design changes of peripheral structure of the
motor-driven compressor may be kept at minimum in adopt-
ing the motor-driven compressor constructed according to
the present invention. The terminal for power supply of the
motor-driven compressor may be arranged extending from
the second accommodation chamber.

In the motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
the present invention, the housing of motor-driven compres-
sor may be formed cylindrical and the first accommodation
chamber may be formed at an end of the cylindrical housing.
The second accommodation chamber may be formed
extending in the axial direction of and on the periphery of
the housing.

Additionally, the housing may form therein an accommo-
dation space accommodating therein the compression
mechanism and the electric motor. A partition wall may
separate the accommodation space from the second accom-
modation chamber. The filter unit may extend in the axial
direction of the electric motor, the inverter unit may extend
in the traverse direction to the axis of the electric motor. The
compression mechanism and the electric motor motor may
be incorporated in the accommodation space in the axial
direction of the electric motor.

Furthermore, a metal terminal may be incorporated in the
housing. The inverter circuit may be connected to the
electric motor through the metal terminal. The metal termi-
nal may be drawn in the same direction as the input/output
terminals.

By so arranging, the design change of peripheral structure
of the motor-driven compressor that need to be made when
adopting motor-driven compressor according to the present
invention may be kept relatively small.
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The second accommodation chamber may be arranged at
an end of the housing of the motor-driven compressor and
the first accommodation chamber may be formed extending
in the axial direction of and on the periphery of the housing.
By so arranging the first and the second accommodation
chamber, the space for accommodation of the filter circuit is
easily achieved.

A positive/negative input line and a positive/negative
input line of the filter circuit may be arranged in parallel with
an insulator interposed therebetween and a positive output
line and a negative output line of the filter circuit may be
arranged also in parallel with an insulator interposed ther-
ebetween. Such arrangement of the input and output lines
helps to reduce the transmission of noise occurring between
the input line and the output line of the filter circuit.

Furthermore, a passage allowing refrigerant to flow there-
through may be formed on accommodating space side of a
partition wall which separates the second accommodation
chamber from the accommodating space in which a com-
pression mechanism and an electric motor are accommo-
dated. This is advantageous in that overheating of the filter
circuit is reduced by cooling by the refrigerant which passes
through the refrigerant passage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention, together with the objects and advantages
thereof, may best be understood by reference to the follow-
ing description of the presently preferred embodiments
together with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a motor housing taken
along the line of the A-A of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the motor housing
taken along the line of the B-B of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram of a filter circuit of
the motor-driven compressor according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5 is a schematic plan view showing an arrangement
of components of the filter circuit;

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a filter unit of the motor-driven
compressor according to the first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 7Ais a side view showing an arrangement of busbars
of the filter unit as seen from the left side of FIG. 6;

FIG. 7B is a side view showing an arrangement of busbars
of the filter unit as seen from the right side of FIG. 6;

FIGS. 8A to 8D are schematic views showing steps of
manufacturing procedure of the filter unit;

FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of the motor-
driven compressor according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a plan view of a filter unit of a motor-driven
compressor for a vehicle according to a second embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 11A is a side view showing an arrangement of
busbars of the filter unit as seen from the left side of FIG. 10;

FIG. 11B is a side view showing an arrangement of
busbars of the filter unit as seen from the right side of FIG.
10;

FIG. 12 is a plan view of a filter unit of a motor-driven
compressor for a vehicle according to a third embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 13A is a view showing an arrangement of busbars of
the filter unit as seen from the left side of FIG. 12;
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FIG. 13B is a view showing an arrangement of busbars of
the filter unit as seen from the right side of FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a busbar that forms a part
of the ground line in the the filter unit of FIG. 12;

FIG. 15 is a plan view of a filter unit of a motor-driven
compressor for a vehicle according to a fourth embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram showing a wiring pattern
on the top surface of a substrate of the filter unit; and

FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram showing a wiring pattern
on the bottom surface of the substrate of the filter unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The following will describe a first embodiment of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 through 9. The motor-driven compressor
will hereinafter be referred to simply as “compressor.”

Referring to FIG. 1, the compressor includes a housing
assembly composed of three metal parts, namely a motor
housing 10 of a generally cylindrical shape, a discharge
housing 11 connected to the left end of the motor housing 10
as seen in FIG. 1 and an inverter cover 12 connected to the
opposite (or left) end of the motor housing 10.

A discharge chamber 13 is defined between the motor
housing 10 and the discharge housing 11. The discharge
chamber 13 is connected to an external refrigerant circuit
through a discharge port 14 formed through the discharge
housing 11.

The interior of the motor housing 10 is separated by
partition walls 15, 26 into two spaces. The space formed in
the motor housing 10 on the left side of the partition wall 15
in FIG. 1 is an accommodation space 27 in which a
compression mechanism 16 and an electric motor 17 that
drives the compression mechanism 16 are accommodated.
The compression mechanism 16 and the electric motor 17
are incorporated in the axial direction of the electric motor
17. Although not shown in the drawing, a suction port is
formed through the peripheral wall of the motor housing 10.
The accommodation space 27 is connected to an external
refrigerant circuit through the suction port.

Three lead wires 18 (only one wire being shown in FIG.
1) are drawn out from U-phase, V-phase and W-phase coils
of the electric motor 17, respectively. A box-shaped cluster
block 19 is arranged on the right side of the electric motor
17 as seen in FIG. 1. The three lead wires 18 are connected
respectively to three metal terminals 21 (only one of which
is shown in FIG. 1 (only one terminal being shown in FIG.
1)) which are fixed to the cluster block 19. The metal
terminals 21 are disposed extending through the partition
wall 15 from the cluster block 9, as shown in FIG. 1.

A first accommodation chamber 22 is formed between the
partition wall 15 of the motor housing 10 and the inverter
cover 12 and extends in the traverse direction to the axial
direction of the motor housing 10. An inverter unit 23 having
incorporated therein an inverter circuit 24 is accommodated
in the first accommodation chamber 22 so as to extend in the
traverse direction to the axial direction of the motor housing
10. The inverter circuit 24 and the electric motor 17 are
connected to each other through the three metal terminals
21.

A connector 29 to which a power cable for the motor-
driven compressor is connected is mounted on the periphery
of the inverter cover 12. The connector 29 has therein



US 9,447,924 B2

5

terminals 29A of lines for power supply extending to the
inverter unit 23 in the first chamber 22.

A second accommodation chamber 25 is formed in a
peripheral part in the motor housing 10 of the motor-driven
compressor. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3 showing the motor
housing 10 in cross-section taken along lines A-A and B-B
of FIG. 1, respectively, the motor housing 10 has a swelled
portion projecting radially upward and the second accom-
modation chamber 25 is formed in the swelled portion of the
motor housing 10. The second accommodation chamber 25
is separated from the accommodation space 27 by a partition
wall 26. As shown in FIG. 1, the second accommodation
chamber 25 is formed extending axially of the motor hous-
ing 10 on the periphery thereof. The first accommodation
chamber 22 is open to the second accommodation chamber
25 so as to be connected to the second accommodation
chamber 25 through the opening.

A filter unit 30 having incorporated therein a filter circuit
is accommodated in the second receiving chamber 25 so as
to extend in the axial direction of the electric motor 17. Input
and output terminals 31 to 34 of a filter circuit extend out
from one end of the filter unit 30 that is adjacent to the first
accommodation chamber 22. The filter circuit is connected
to the inverter unit 23 through the input and the output
terminals 31 to 34 of the filter circuit. The positive and
negative input terminals 31, 32 of the filter circuit are
connected to the respective power supply terminals 29A
through the inverter unit 23. The positive and negative
output terminals 33, 34 of the filter circuit are connected
respectively to the inverter circuit 24 in the inverter unit 23.
The terminal 29A extends in the same direction as the
input/output terminals 31 to 34 of the filter circuit. Further,
the metal terminals 21 extend in the same direction as the
terminal 29A extends.

A groove 28 is formed in the inner peripheral surface of
the partition wall 26. This groove 28 forms a part of the
passage in which refrigerant flows.

The following will describe the filter unit 30 and the filter
circuit more in detail with reference to FIGS. 4 to 8.

Referring to FIG. 4 showing the filter circuit, the positive
input line 35 is connected to the positive input terminal 31
in the filter circuit. A normal coil 36 is connected in the
positive input line 35.

The normal coil 36 is connected at the output thereof to
a positive output line 38 through a common coil 37. The
positive output line 38 is connected to the positive output
terminal 33 of the filter circuit.

On the other hand, a negative input line 39 of the filter
circuit is connected to the negative input terminal 32 of the
filter circuit. A normal coil 40 is connected in the negative
input line 39. The normal coil 40 is connected at the output
thereof to a negative output line 41 through a common coil
37. The negative output line 41 is connected to the negative
output terminal 34.

The positive output line 38 and the negative output line 41
are connected through two Y capacitors 42 and 43 which are
connected in series. A ground line 44 is connected to a point
in a line between the two Y capacitors 42 and 43. The ground
line 44 is connected at the output thereof to an earth terminal
45 of the filter circuit. The positive output line 38 and the
negative output line 41 are also connected through a smooth-
ing capacitor 46.

Incidentally, any components of the filter may be removed
depending on the condition of noise development. For
instance, if the normal noise development is small, at least
one of the normal coil 36, 40 is dispensable. If the common
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noise development is small, the common coil 37, or the Y
capacitors 42, 43, and the earth terminal 45 is dispensable.

An arrangement of components of the filter circuit in the
filter unit 30 is shown in FIG. 5. The following will describe
in detail the configuration of the filter unit 30.

Referring to FIG. 6, the filter unit 30 includes a case 50
which has a rectangular parallelepiped shape and is made of
an insulating resin. A recess 51 is formed in the upper
surface of the case 50. The elements of the filter circuit, i.e.,
the normal coil 36, the common coil 37, the normal coil 40,
the Y capacitors 42 and 43, and the smoothing capacitor 46
are arranged in the recess 51.

Two busbars 52 and 53 which form the positive input line
35 and two busbars 54 and 55 which form the negative input
line 39 are mounted to the left lateral side of the case 50 as
seen in FIG. 6. The two busbars 52 and 53 and the two
busbars 54 and 55 are spaced away from each other in
parallel arrangement.

A busbar 56 that forms the positive output line 38, a
busbar 57 which forms the negative output line 41, and a
busbar 58 that forms the ground line 44 are mounted to the
right lateral side of the case 50 as seen in FIG. 6. The busbars
56 to 58 are spaced from each other in parallel arrangement.

The lower ends of the busbar 52, the busbar 54, the busbar
56, the busbar 57 and the busbar 58 as seen in FIG. 6 extend
out from the end of the case 50. The ends of the respective
busbars lying outside the case 50 serve as the positive input
terminal 31, the negative input terminal 32, the positive
output terminal 33, and the negative output terminal 34, and
the earth terminal 45 of the filter circuit, respectively.

FIG. 7A shows the arrangement of the busbars in the filter
unit 30 as viewed from the left side of FIG. 6 with the case
50 indicated by phantom line. FIG. 7B shows the arrange-
ment of the busbars in the filter unit 30 as viewed from the
right side of FIG. 6 with the case 50 indicated by phantom
line.

FIGS. 8A to 8D illustrate manufacturing procedure of the
filter unit 30. The following will describe the procedure of
manufacturing the filter unit 30 with reference to the draw-
ings. Firstly, each element E of the filter circuit is placed in
the recess 51 of the case 50, as shown in FIG. 8A. Next, each
of the elements E of the filter circuit is fixed to the case 50
by infusing with potting or epoxy resin and solidifying in the
recess 51, as shown in FI1G. 8B. Subsequently, the busbar G
is fitted in a plurality of the grooves 59 formed on both sides
of'the recess 51 of the case 50, as indicated by arrows in FIG.
8C, and is fixed. The elements E of the filter circuit is
connected to the busbar G by welding or brazing, as shown
in FIG. 8D.

In the filter unit 30 manufactured as described above, the
busbars 52, 53 which form the positive input line 35 and the
busbars 54, 55 which forming the negative input line 39 are
arranged in parallel with the resin that forms the case 50
interposed therebetween. Similarly, the busbar 56 which
forms the positive output terminal 33 and the busbar 57
which forms the negative output line 41 are also arranged in
parallel with the resin that forms the case 50 interposed
therebetween.

The following will describe the manner of assembling of
the inverter unit 23 and the filter unit 30 of the motor-driven
compressor according to the present embodiment. Here, a
side which the discharge housing 11 is located is defined as
a front side, and, a side which the inverter cover 12 is located
is defined as a rear side. For assembling of these units, firstly,
the filter unit 30 is inserted into the second accommodation
chamber 25 from the side of the motor housing 10 to which
the inverter cover 12 is installed with the terminals 31 to 34,
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45 of the filter unit 30 located on the rear side of the motor
housing 10, as shown in FIG. 9. Subsequently, the inverter
unit 23 is mounted to the rear end of the motor housing 10.
Next, the inverter cover 12 is mounted to the rear end of the
inverter cover 12. By so assembling, the terminals 31 to 34,
45 of the filter circuit provided in the filter unit 30 and the
metal terminals 21 fixed to the motor housing 10 are
connected to the inverter unit 23. Fixing the inverter cover
12 to the motor housing 10, assembling of the inverter unit
23 and the filter unit 30 to the motor-driven compressor is
completed.

The motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
the first embodiment of the present invention offers the
following advantages.

(1) According to the present embodiment of the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle, the first accommodation
chamber 22 having accommodated therein the inverter unit
23 with the built-in inverter circuit 24 and the accommoda-
tion chamber 25 having accommodated therein the filter unit
30 with the built-in filter circuit are formed at different
positions in the housing 10. Additionally, the input terminals
31, 32 and the output terminals 33, 34 are drawn in the same
direction from the filter unit 30. Thus, the space for accom-
modating therein the filter circuit may be secured while
minimizing a change of the outer shape of the compressor.
Furthermore, the connection between the inverter circuit and
the respective input and output terminals may be accom-
plished by movement of either one of the inverter circuit and
the filter circuit relative to the other in one direction.
Therefore, according to the motor-driven compressor for a
vehicle in the present embodiment, the accommodation
space for the filter circuit is made easily available and the
assembling of the filter circuit can be made with ease.

(2) According to the present embodiment of the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle wherein the second accom-
modation chamber 25 is formed in communication with the
first accommodation chamber 22 in axial direction of the
motor housing 10 or in the direction in which the input
terminals 31, 32 and the output terminals 33, 34 of the filter
circuit are drawn out from the filter unit 30, the filter circuit
is easily connectable to the inverter circuit.

(3) According to the present embodiment of the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle wherein the terminal 29A
for power supply in the motor-driven compressor is drawn
from the first accommodation chamber 22, the connecting
position of the power supply cable may be the same as in
case of the motor-driven compressor in which the filter
circuit and the inverter circuit are accommodated in the
same accommodation chamber. Therefore, any design
change of the peripheral structure of the motor-driven com-
pressor due to the adoption of the present embodiment of the
invention can be kept minimum.

(4) According to the present embodiment of the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle, the busbars 52 and 53
which form the positive input line 35 and the busbars 54 and
55 which form the negative input line 39 are arranged in
parallel with the insulator interposed therebetween. Addi-
tionally, the busbar 56 which forms the positive output
terminal 33, the busbar 57 which forms the negative output
line 41, and the busbar 58 which forms the ground line 44
are also arranged in parallel with the insulator interposed
between any two adjacent busbars. Therefore, transmission
of the noise of the current flowing through the output line to
the input line is suppressed. Additionally, transmission of the
noise of the current flowing through the input line to the
output line is also suppressed. Therefore, according to the
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present embodiment of the motor-driven compressor for a
vehicle, the noise development is reduced effectively.

(5) According to the present embodiment of the motor-
driven compressor for a vehicle, a passage for refrigerant
(the groove 28) is formed on the accommodating space 27
side of the partition wall 26 which separates the second
accommodation chamber 25 and the accommodating space
27. Therefore, the provision of such refrigerant gas passage
cools and hence protects the filter circuit from overheating.

The following will describe a second embodiment of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to the
second preferred embodiment of the present invention with
reference to FIGS. 10 and 11. In the present embodiment and
each of the following embodiments, the parts or elements
that are common with the first embodiment described above
are designated by the same reference numerals and redun-
dant explanations thereof will be omitted. The second
embodiment differs from the first embodiment in the
arrangement of the respective lines in the filter unit.

Referring to FIG. 10 showing the filter unit 300 of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle of the second
embodiment, the two busbars 60, 61 which form the positive
input line 35 and the two busbars 62, 63 which form the
negative input line 39 are arranged in the left side of the case
50 as seen in FIG. 10 in such a way that the positive and
negative input lines 35, 39 are disposed on the opposite sides
of a first insulating sheet 64 in contact therewith. Similarly,
in the right side of the case 50, the busbar 65 which forms
the positive output line 38, the busbar 66 which forms the
negative output line 41 and the busbar 67 which forms the
ground line 44, are arranged in such a way that the positive
and negative output lines 38, 41 are disposed on the opposite
sides of a second insulating sheet 68 in contact therewith and
the negative output line 41 and the ground line 44 are
disposed on the opposite sides of a third insulating sheet 69
in contact therewith.

In this embodiment, the positive input line 35 and the
negative input line 39 in the filter circuit are also arranged
in parallel with an insulating material interposed therebe-
tween. Additionally, the positive output line 38, the negative
output line 41 in the filter circuit and the grandline 44 are
arranged in parallel with an insulating material interposed
between any two adjacent lines. Therefore, transmission of
noise of the currents flowing through the output line to the
input line and through the input line to the output line is
effectively suppressed.

In the embodiment, enlarging the width of respective
busbars 60 to 63, 65 to 67, substantially the entirety of the
both sides of the case 50 is covered by the busbars 60 to 63
and 65 to 67. Therefore, the busbars 60 to 63, 65 to 67
function as a masking shield, thus leakage of electrical noise
from the elements of the filter circuit and penetration of
external noise from outside are effectively suppressed.

FIG. 11 A shows a location of each busbar in the filter unit
300 as seen from the left side of FIG. 10 with the case 50
indicated by phantom line. Similarly, FIG. 11B shows a
location of each busbar in the filter unit 300 as seen from the
left side of FIG. 10 with the case 50 indicated by phantom
line.

The following will describe a third embodiment of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to FIGS. 12 to 14. The third embodiment differs from
the second embodiment in the arrangement of the ground
line in the filter unit.

Referring to FIG. 12 showing the filter unit 310 of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle of the third embodi-
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ment, the busbar 91 which forms the ground line 44 of the
filter circuit is not disposed at a lateral side of the case 50,
but centrally in the width direction of the case 50.

As shown in FIGS. 13A and 13B, the busbar 91 extends
downwardly in the case 50 and out from the bottom thereof.
As shown in FIG. 14, the end of the busbar 91 lying outside
the case 50 forms a spring plate having a bend and serving
as the earth terminal of the filter circuit.

In the motor-driven compressor of the third embodiment,
with the filter unit 310 installed in the second accommoda-
tion chamber 25 of the motor housing 10, the end of the
busbar 91 which forms the spring plate is placed in pressing
contact with the partition wall 26. Therefore, earth connec-
tion of the filter circuit is accomplished through the motor
housing 10 in the motor-driven compressor.

The following will describe a fourth embodiment of the
motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to the
present invention with reference to FIGS. 15 to 17. The
fourth embodiment differs from the first embodiment in that
the filter circuit is formed on a substrate of the filter unit.

As shown in FIG. 15, the filter unit 320 has a substrate 90
made of an insulating material. The elements which consti-
tute the filter circuit, namely, the normal coil 36, the com-
mon coil 37, the normal coil 40, the Y capacitors 42, 43, and
the smoothing capacitor 46, are all provided on the same
surface of the substrate 90. In the following description, the
surface of the substrate 90 on which the elements are
provided will be referred to as the top surface of the
substrate 90, and the opposite surface of the substrate 90 will
be referred to as the bottom surface of the substrate 90.

As shown in FIG. 16, printed wirings 70, 71 which form
the positive input line 35 of the filter circuit, a printed wiring
72 which forms the positive output line 38, a printed wiring
73 which forms the ground line 44 are provided on the top
surface of the substrate 90, respectively. The printed wirings
70, 71 are formed on the upper part of the substrate 90 as
seen in FIG. 16, and the printed wiring 72 is formed on the
lower part of the substrate 90.

Additionally, a positive input terminal 80 is connected to
the printed wiring 70 at the left end thereof as seen in the
drawing, a positive output terminal 81 is connected to the
printed wiring 72 at the left end thereof, and an earth
terminal 82 is connected to the printed wiring 73 at the left
end thereof, respectively. The ends of the respective positive
input terminal 80, the positive output terminal 81 and the
earth terminal 82 are disposed outside the substrate 90,
extending from the left end of the substrate 90 as seen in the
drawing.

As shown in FIG. 17, printed wirings 74 and 75 which
form the negative input line 39 of the filter circuit and a
printed wiring 76 which forms the negative output line 41
are provided on the bottom surface of the substrate 90,
respectively. The printed wirings 74, 75 are formed imme-
diately below the printed wiring 70, 71 across the thickness
of the substrate 90, and the printed wiring 76 is formed
immediately below the printed wiring 72 as seen in the same
direction, respectively.

A negative input terminal 83 is connected to the printed
wiring 74 at the left end thereof as seen in FIG. 17 and a
negative output terminal 84 is connected to the printed
wiring 76 at the left end thereof, respectively. The negative
input terminal 83 and the negative output terminal 84 are
disposed outside the substrate, extending from the left end of
the substrate as seen in the drawing.

In the present fourth embodiment constructed as
described above, the input/output terminals 80 to 84 of the
filter circuit are all drawn out of the filter unit 320 in the
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same direction. Therefore, the connection between the
inverter circuit and each terminal of the filter circuit may be
accomplished by movement of either one of the inverter
circuit and the filter circuit relative to the other in one
direction, which expedites the assembling of the filter cir-
cuit.

The printed wiring 70 and 71 which form the positive
input line 35 of the filter circuit and the printed wiring 74 and
75 which form the negative input line 39 are arranged in
parallel with the substrate 90 interposed therebetween.
Moreover, the printed wiring 72 which forms the positive
output line 38 of the filter circuit and the printed wiring 76
which forms the negative output line 41 thereof are also
arranged in parallel with the substrate 90 interposed ther-
ebetween. In such structure of the filter unit 320, a trans-
mission of noise is reduced more effectively.

The above embodiment(s) may be modified in various
ways as exemplified as follows.

In the first to fourth embodiments, the passage in which
refrigerant passes is formed in the motor housing 10 imme-
diately below the filter circuit by forming the groove 28 on
the accommodation space 27 side of the partition wall 26.
Such refrigerant passage may be formed in any other ways.
For example, the groove may be formed at the periphery of
the electric motor 17. Additionally, as long as the desired
cooling of the filter circuit is achieved, the groove may be
dispensed with.

In the above embodiments, the transmission of noise
between the input line and the output line is reduced by
arranging the positive input line and the negative input line
of the filter circuit in parallel with an insulating material
interposed therebetween and also the positive output line
and the negative output line of the filter circuit in parallel
with an insulating material interposed therebetween. If the
transmission of noise is kept low enough, such arrangement
of the input/output lines need not necessarily be used.

In the above embodiments, the first accommodation
chamber 22 is formed at an end of the housing of the
motor-driven compressor and the second accommodation
chamber 25 is formed extending in the axial direction and
along the periphery of the housing. However, the position
and/or the shape of the accommodation chambers may be
changed as required. For example, the second accommoda-
tion chamber may be arranged at an end of the housing of the
motor-driven compressor and the first accommodation
chamber may be formed extending axially and along the
periphery of the housing. Also in this case, an accommoda-
tion space for the filter circuit is easily achieved, if an
accommodation chamber is provided for each of the inverter
circuit and the filter circuit. Arranging the input/output
terminals of the filter circuit so as to be drawn out in the
same direction, connection to the terminals may be per-
formed easily and, therefore, the assembling of the filter
circuit may be facilitated.

In the above embodiments, the terminal 29A for power
supply in the motor-driven compressor is drawn out from the
first accommodation chamber 22 which accommodates
therein the inverter circuit 24 so that the connecting position
of the power supply cable is the same as in the the motor-
driven compressor wherein the inverter circuit and the filter
circuit are accommodated in the same accommodation
chamber. The terminal 29A for power supply may be
arranged so as to extend from the second accommodation
chamber 25 or any other positions other than the first
accommodation chamber 22 if the connecting position of the
cable need not be the same position as the terminal 29A.
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In the above embodiments, the input/output terminals of
the filter circuit may be easily connected to the inverter
circuit because the second accommodation chamber 25 is in
communication with the first accommodation chamber 22 in
the direction in which the input/output terminals of the filter
circuit are drawn out therefrom. In the case that direct
connection of the input/output terminals of the filter circuit
to the inverter circuit is not necessary, the second accom-
modation chamber 25 may be formed in direct communi-
cation with the first accommodation chamber 22 in any
direction other than the direction in which the input/output
terminals of the filter circuit extend. Alternatively, it may be
so arranged that the accommodation chambers are not in
communication with each other.

A filter circuit other than the filter circuit which has been
illustrated in the above embodiments may be adopted.

In the above embodiments, in assembling the inverter unit
23 and the filter unit 30, firstly the filter unit 30 is inserted
into the second accommodation chamber 25. The assem-
bling procedure may be changed. The following will illus-
trate an alternative procedure assembling. That is, firstly the
filter unit 30 is connected to the inverter unit 23 and then the
filter unit 30 and the inverter unit 23 are assembled to the
inverter cover 12.

Next, the filter unit 30 and the inverter unit 23 are
assembled to the inverter cover 12 into a subassembly and
then the subassembly is fixed to the motor housing 10 by
inserting the filter unit 30 into the second accommodation
chamber 25.

What is claimed is:

1. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle comprising:

a housing,

an inverter unit,

an inverter circuit incorporated in the inverter unit,

a filter unit connected to the inverter unit,

a filter circuit incorporated in the filter unit,

wherein a first accommodation chamber is formed in the

housing, the inverter unit is incorporated in the first
accommodation chamber, and

a second accommodation chamber is formed in the hous-

ing,

wherein the filter unit is incorporated in the second

accommodation chamber, and the filter circuit has an
input terminal and an output terminal that extend from
the same direction from the filter circuit,

wherein the housing has a cylindrical shape,

wherein the first accommodation chamber is formed at an

end of the cylindrical housing, and the second accom-
modation chamber is formed on the periphery of the
cylindrical housing and extends in an axial direction of
the cylindrical housing.

2. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein the first accommodation chamber has an
opening towards which the input and output terminals
extend, wherein the second accommodation chamber is
connected to the first accommodation chamber through the
opening.

3. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 2, wherein a terminal for power supply of the motor-
driven compressor extends out from the first accommodation
chamber.

4. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 2, wherein a terminal for power supply of the motor-
driven compressor extends in the same direction as the input
and output terminals.
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5. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 2, wherein a terminal for power supply of the motor-
driven compressor extends out from the second accommo-
dation chamber.

6. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 1, further comprising a terminal for power supply
extending out from the first accommodation chamber,

wherein the first accommodation chamber has an opening

in any direction other than the direction in which the
protruding input and output terminals of the filter
circuit extend,

the second accommodation chamber is connected to the

first accommodation chamber through the opening.

7. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein there is no passage connecting the first
accommodation chamber and the second accommodation
chamber.

8. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 1, further comprising a compression mechanism and
an electric motor,

wherein the housing is formed with an accommodation

space which accommodates the compression mecha-
nism and the electric motor, and a partition wall sepa-
rates the accommodation space from the second accom-
modation chamber,

wherein the compression mechanism and the electric

motor are incorporated in the accommodation space in
the axial direction of the electric motor, the filter unit
extends in the axial direction of the electric motor, and
the inverter unit extends in the direction transverse to
the axis of the electric motor.

9. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 8,

wherein the inverter circuit is connected to the electric

motor through a metal terminal, and the metal terminal
is incorporated in the housing and extends in the same
direction as the input and output terminals.

10. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 8, further comprising a passage allowing refrigerant to
flow therethrough formed at an accommodation space side
of the partition wall.

11. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein the filter circuit includes a positive input
line, a positive output line, a negative input line, a negative
output line, and an insulator,

wherein the positive input line and the negative input line

are arranged in parallel with the insulator interposed
therebetween, and the positive output line and the
negative output line are arranged in parallel with the
insulator interposed therebetween.

12. A motor-driven compressor for a vehicle comprising:

a housing,

an inverter unit,

an inverter circuit incorporated in the inverter unit,

a filter unit connected to the inverter unit,

a filter circuit incorporated in the filter unit,

wherein a first accommodation chamber is formed in the

housing, the inverter unit is incorporated in the first
accommodation chamber, and

a second accommodation chamber is formed in the hous-

ing,

wherein the filter unit is incorporated in the second

accommodation chamber, and the filter circuit has an
input terminal and an output terminal that extend from
the same direction from the filter circuit,

wherein the housing has a cylindrical shape,
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wherein the second accommodation chamber is formed at
an end of the cylindrical housing, and the first accom-
modation chamber is formed on the periphery of the
cylindrical housing and extends in the axial direction of
the cylindrical housing. 5
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